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Gladue, 1999). Moreover, there is potential coercion involved because the instructor is 
asking students in the class to participate in the instructor’s own research.

Next, we need a definition for human subjects. The definition from the Code of  
Federal regulations [45 CFR 46.102 (f)] is as follows: “Human subject means a living indi-
vidual about whom an investigator (whether professional or student) conducting research 
obtains (1) Data through intervention or interaction with the individual, or (2) Identifiable 
private information.”

  Try This Now

Can you think of a source of data that would not qualify as involving 
human subjects?

If you were to use archival data from school records that had no identifiable private 
information, that approach would not qualify as doing research with human subjects. 
Nevertheless, if you wanted to link archival data about residence hall vandalism damages 
to students’ evaluations of their residence halls using an instrument like the Sense of Com-
munity Index (Chavis, Hogge, McMillan, & Wandersman, 1986), that project would 
require IRB review. In that case, you are interacting with individuals through a survey.

IRB MEMBERSHIP AND DUTIES

  Try This Now

If you were choosing people to serve on an IRB, what kinds of back-
grounds would you want them to have?

The requirements for the IRB include a specific number of people (minimum five) with 
particular expertise and affiliation. Section 107 of the Code (45 CFR 46) discusses IRB 
membership in terms of encouraging people that vary in race, gender, and cultural back-
ground, as well as in “sensitivity to community attitudes.” One member of the committee 
is to have a scientific and another a nonscientific background. In addition, one member 
must come from outside the institution and not be an immediate relative of anyone at the 
institution. If a proposal requires expertise about a specific population (e.g., inmates), a 
representative of that population or someone experienced in working with that population 
(e.g., someone who works with community reentry programs for formerly incarcerated 


